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YmAI  IS  PASTURE  YTORTH? 
By 

E.  A*  Hods  on. 
Regional  Agronoraist 


, Frora  the  standpoint  of  proper  land  use  and  erosion  control  on 
steep  or  eroded  .land,  where  cultivated  crops  cannot  he  profitahly  grovm, 
pasture  development  becomes  one  of  the  most  importo.nt  phases  of  the  co- 
ordinated soil  and  moisture  conservation  xerogram  of  the  Service,  Pro- 
tection -of  acres  too  steep  for  profitable  cultivation  by  pasture  grasses 
is  not  only  essentia.1  from  an  erosion  control  angle j but  the  dedication 
of  such  acres  to  pasture  also  furnishos  a use  for  what  would  otherwise 
be  unxorof itable  land,  on  the  farm.  Thus,  pasture  dovelopnent  becomes  a 
very  important  part  of  the  ercsion  control  program  on  practical.ly  every 
cooperator's  farm  in  Region  .hi  • ’ 

\ 

The  following  ta.ble  shows  t]ie  .acreage  in  permanent  pasture  on  co- 
operator  farms  before -and  after  the  cooperative  agreement  was  made: 


Acreage  in  Acreage  in 

Permanent  Pasture  Permanent  ’Pasture 
before  agreement  after  agreement 


Arkansas 

17,651 

27,250 

Louis iana 

13,122 

16,186 

Texas 

5U,300 

la, 366 

TOTAL 

65,055 

86,702 

The  money  value  of  the  returns  that  may  be  secured  from  a good 
pasttire  is  high  enough  to  justify  the  fanaer  in  planning  definitely  to 
carry  on  a pa,sture  improvement  program  by  mowing  woods,  replanting  areas 
with  poor  stands,  fertilising  and  controlled  grazing. 


li,  PI,  Lust  in  Louisiana  Experiment  Station  Circular  Ho,  15,  says; 
"Good  pastures  furnish  cheaper  food  than  any  other  farm  crop.  The  average 
yearly  value  per  cow  on  dry  feed  repl.o.ced  by  pasture  at  Brton  Rouge  was 
$3h*5h  1929- 1935*  food  cost  of  buttorfat  was  I3  conts  por  pound 

loss  on  pasture  than  it  was  in  winter", 

2ho  Buroau  of  Dairy  Industry,  s.  Dept,  of  Agriculture  in  Clip 
Shoot  9^!9  gl'v'os  a com-parison  of  the  value  of  grass  and  some  other  feeds; 
"Tabulations  of  cost  of  growing  various  crops,  gathered  from  I6  states 
showed  grasses  cost  the  farmer  only  65  conts  for  oach  100  ]pounds  of  dig- 
Gstiblo  nutrient,  comspared  to  85  conts  for  alfalfa,  97  cents  for  clover 
hay,  and  '”.1,54  Tor  corn  silage.  Oats  (grain)  arc  o,t  tho  other  Gztromc 
with  a cost  of  '')2,02, 
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The  Fruit  and  Truck  Branch  Experiment  Station,  Hope,  iirkansas,  has 
conducted  some  pasture  experiments  using  Bermuda  grass  supplemented  Vv'-ith 
hur  clover,  hop  clover,  white  clover,  Icspedoza,  and  Dallis  grass  and  re- 
ports the  following: 

f 

"The  gain  in  weight  of  hoof  cattle  for  1933 j 1934  ^nd  1935  averaged 
2lt2  pounds  per  acre,  (On  the  pasture  plots  referred  to  ahovc).  This  fig- 
ured at  1,1,  cents  per  pound  for  hoof  gives  an  annual  aero  return  of  :)9»68, 

The  carrying  capacity  was  at  the  rate  of  1-g-  animals  per  acre," 

On  the  Texas  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at  Spur  Station  report- 
ing on  pasture  improvement  work  the  folloviring  results  with  Buffalo  grass 
po.sturo  have  been  obtained: 

A forty-one  acre  block  of  land  in  193*^^  provided  3^395  steer  days, 
1,718  milk  cow  days  o.nd  20  mule  days  of  grazing,  A total  of  15^113  stock 
days  on  the  pasture.  This  is  an  average  of  2,92  acres  per  head  of  live- 
stock per  year.  The  steers  made  a total  gain  of  4^888  pounds  on  pasture 
which  shows  a return  of  :'293«28  vdicn  beef  is  figured  at  6 cents  per  pound 
of  gain  on  the  return  from  the  steers  on  pa.sturo  was  )7',15  pC'j"  aero. 

Those  records  show  that  the  pasture  can  be  jaado  a very  profitable 
part  of  the  farm,  A good  pasture  may  bo  expected  to  give  o.s  high  or  higher 
return  on  the  money  invested  in  its  development  and  managomen.t  as  any  other 
crop  on  the  fo-rm, 

-J-.  ^ 'r-  :!<: 

HELITIVS  COST  AHD  EFFSCTIVEISSS  OF  DIFFERENT  lETIiODS 
OF  TEPJNiCE  OUTU^T  CONTROL 

By 

Ho\wird  I'kitson, 

Regional  Engineer. 

(SODDED  AIvD  STriUCTUILiLLY  PROTECTED  CILimiELS) 

Continued  from  January  issue. 

Sodded  Channels,  ‘4icn  it  has  boc]T.  dotornined  that  individual  outlets 
or  moadow*  o’u-Fi'et'  strips  arc  impractical  in  a particular  situation,  consider- 
ation should  be  given  to  the  use  of  a sodded  channel  in  soctioias  vdiorc  sod 
may  bo  satisfactorily  established  and  whore  it  will  provide  adequate  year- 
round  protection,  Sodded  cha.nncls  should  bo  so  located  as  to  provide  for 
maximum  utilization  and  to  require  a minimum  of  maintenance.  This  may  bo 
accomplished  bj''  fencing  the  clianncl.and  connecting  it  to  a pasture  by  mca.ns 
of  a gate,  so  that  the  cho.nncl  may  be  grazed  except  during  rainy  "Toathcr  or 
long  dry  periods,  Ipwing  twice  a year  will  then  be  sufficient  to  control 
sprouts  and  weeds. 
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Tfhcrc  a sodded  channel  must  provide  i?mcdiato  outlet  protection 
and  the  supply  of  sod  is  p].cntiful  and  readily  access ihle,  solid  sodding 
is  almost  as  cheap  as  strip  sodding  and  has  the  advantage  of  not  requir- 
ing repairs,  idion  used  on  grado.s  cncocding  i_|.  to  5 percent,  strip  sodding 
• usually  requires  so  much  repair  as  to  ho  unsatisfactory.  Generous  fertil- 

ization, preforahly  v/ith  barnyard  manure,  is  essential  vrhoro  rapid  ostab- 
lisluicnt  of  sod  is  needed.  In  the  case  of  a farmer  carrying  out  a soil 
conservation  program  on  his  own  farm,  the  channel  should  bo  oXcavated  and 
sod  ostablis’ied  economically  by  fertilization  and  seeding  or  spot  sodding. 
The  terraces  should  not  bo-  built  until  coverage  is  obtained, 

'Sodded  channols  in  the  South  arc  providing  effective  protection 
for  drainage  aroas  in  excess  of  100  acres,  and  the  practical  Irliaits  of 
use  have  not  yet  boon  satisfactorily  established.  Several  different 
cross-sections • are  being  tried  in  an  effort  to  determine  the  most  satis- 
factory for  vo.rious  conditions.  In  many  instances  the  shape  is  largely 
, determined  by  the  grade  of  the  channel,  if  the  designed  maximum  velocity 

is  kept  uniform.  It  is  general  practice  in  Region  I|.  to  design  channels 
"for  a maxiiainn  velocity  of  8 foot  per  second  for  oxpcctod  run-off  of  10 
year  frequency.  Rains  of  from  9 to  more  than  llj.  inchos  in  one  day,  with 
intensitios  reaching  12  inchos  por  hour  for  5 minuto  duration,  have  already 
boon  oxperionood  on  I'cxas  project,  and  camp  areas.  The  resulting  run-off  • 
produced  vclocitio'S  excooding  10  foot  per  socend  in  sodded  channols  with- 
out damage , 


'The  cost  of  excavating  a channol  and  solid-sodding  it  should  not 
oxcood  ten  dollars  por  protected  aero,  and  should  bo  much  loss  ¥fhorc  a 
plentiful  supply  of  sod  is  available  close  by.  In  tlio  Gulf  Coastal  Plain 
soils  region  most  projects  arc  ablo  to  oxcavato  and  sod  a cho.nnol  for  15 
to  20  cents  a square  yard,  including  fertilization,  vdicrc  barnyo.rd  manure 
is  furnished  by  the  cooperator.  Spreaders  arc  not  usod,  bccauso  they  do 
not  serve  any  useful  purpose  and  tond  to  croatc  ovorfalls, 

Structiirally-protoctod  Channols,  In  Region  the  use  of  channels 
protected  by  permanent  structures  i ~chicf ly  confined  to  the  blackland 
belt  in  central  ?ox.;.s.  Terraced  watersheds  in  this  SQcticn  arc  usually 
larger  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  region,  and  because  of  tho  absence 
of  woodland  and  tho  scarcity  of  pasture  areas  there  arc  few  opportunities 
for  individual  outlets,  jicadov/s  may  bo  readily  developed  by  seeding 
little  o.nd  big  blucstc.-.i,  however,  and  on  land  covered  by  recent  agreements 
probably  75  percent  of  tho  terraced  arco-  will  be  protected  by  meadow  out- 
lot  strips  and  soddod  ohannols.  In  tho  so.ndy  land  sections  of  tho  region 
a nuiobor  of  projects  and  camps  have  built  no  permanent  structures,  using 
vegotativo  protoctioxi  entirely. 

Permanent  structures  usod  for  torraco-cutlot  control  have  included 
masonry  and  c'nicrctc  spreaders  without  o/prons,  mc.sonry  and  formed  concrete 
check  dams,  formless  concrete  check  dams,  concrete  bag  dams,  concrete 
block  and  brick  check  doms,  and  .a  few  of  miscellaneous  other  typos.  The 
formed  concrete  and  masonry  choc]';  dams  have  boon  most  coamaon,  although  a 
large  number  of  tho  formless  concrete ■ type  have  bceix  usod.  Although  in 
Region  I;,  there  have  boon  many  washouts  around  hoadwall  extension  in  the 
blackland  on  account  of  thd  earth’s  cracking  away  from  the  structxircs, 
only  7 actual  failures  of  tho  11,500  permanent  structures  have  occurred. 


Tho  apron  on  a pcrinancnt  chock  dam  is  made  longer  thc.n  the  total 
height  of  tho  strucutre,  and  no  baffle  or  lip  wall  is  used,  tho  top  of  the 
apron  being  flush  with  tho  bed  of  tho  channel  below.  This  reduces  the  ara- 
ouiit  of  cxcavo.ti on  required,  and  tends  to  clininatc  the  under  cutting  which 
frequently  occurs  When  a lip  wall  is  used. 

The  cost  of  cxcavc'.ting  channels  and  building  permanent  structures 
should  not  exceed. fiftocn  to  eighteen  dollars  per  terraced  aero.  Unit  costs 
■on  placed  formed  concrete  ordinarily  range  from  fifteen  to  tiTcnty  dollars 
per  cubic  yard,  Tho  design  of  a tlirce-hingcd  arch  dan  which  has  been  recent- 
ly developed  seems  to  afford  possibilities  of  cutting  the  cost  of  permanent 
structures  almost  in  half.  In  this  design  tho  c.rch  slabs  arc  precast,  the 
\ying  walls  and, head  Trails  above  ground  are  built  of  procast  blocks,  and  the 
apron  slab  is  poured  In  place.  This  eliminates  all  forming  in  the  field, 
and  reduces  the  amount  of  matorio-ls  required.  It  will  not  be  recommended 
for  general  use  until  trial  ins tallations  prove  successful. 

The  economics  of  the  tcrro.cing  and  terrace-outlet  control  program  is 
a natter  of  concern,  especially  to  those  of  us  who  arc  working  in  areas  of 
loviT  land  values,  and  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  careful  study. 

In  some  eases  an  am.ount  greatly  ha  excess  of  the  value  of  the 'land  has  been 
spent  in  such  vfQrk,  on  tho  premise  that  the  prevention  of  tho  destruction 
of  the  land  is  sufficient  just  if  ics.tion,  'whore  it  is  .necessary  to  spend 
more  than  the  apnraised  value  of. the  lp.nd  to  terrace  it  and  establish  out- 
lot  control,  tho  la.'id  is  visually  so  bo.dly  cr©dcd  or  its  fertility  is  so  low 
tho.t  it  cannot  be  famed  profitably,  7/ould  not  retirement  to  pasture  or 
woodland  be  a more  cccnonical  means  of  preventing  its  destructicn,  and  con- 
stitute better  lo.nd  utilizati'.;n  as  vroll?  It  is  hoped  theh  reliable  criteria 
ma.y  be  developed  to  aid  us  in  determining  tho  point  of  marginal  utility  for 
terracing.  In  the  meantime  wo  arc  finding  that  vegetatia’-e  outlet  control  is 
undoubtedly  the  most  ccononical  o.nd  prcictical  means  at  our  disposal,  and 
that  its  apxolicability  may  be  groat I3/  Tiridoncd  by  tho  exercise  of  engineering 
principles  aiwl  nc.tivo  ingenuity, 

yriLDLIFE  CO.USEhV..TIOIJ  ILIPOhTfJTT 

"There  are  more  tho.n  50  species  of  birds  that  have  actual  ’hard  ca.sh’ 
value  for  farmers",  says  liabcl  Ifalkor  in  an  article  in  February  Capper’s 
Farmer,  "The  widespread  damage  done  bv?-  grasshoppers  during  the  summer  of 
1936  is  evidence  tho.t  mo.n  needs  tho  aid  of  insect  eating  birds  as  v/cll  as  the 
skillful  use  of  poison  sprays.  On  tho  average  there  are  about  two  birds  to 
t.ho  .acre  in  the  United  Sto-tes,  each  having  an  estimated  value  of  10  cents  in 
preventing  insect  damage  --  0.  figure  too  low,  but  used  to  insure  a safe  aver- 
age— wliich  totals  more  than  :)L.00, 000, 000  saved,  Censervation  movements  and 
studies  made  by  the  U,  S.  Depart'ment  of  Agriculture  have  revealed  this  cash 
value  of  birds  which  the  farmer  might  . increase  V7ith  little  ’ expense. 

Insects  if  loft  unmolested,  multiply  vTith  great  speed,  A single 
pair  of  Colorado  pota.to,  beetles , if  allowed  to  increase  without  being  molested, 
would  in  one  season  have  0.  progeny  of  over  60  million.  Thirteen  generations 
of  plant  lice  have  been  observed  in  one  season,  each  female  producing  an 
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average  o.f  100  young,  %7hich  at  the  end  of  the  last  goncration  would  tota.1 
10  scxtillion,  '-i-’ho  gips^^  noth,  if  undisturbed,  would  be  nu'.iorous  enough 
in  eight  years  to  devour  all  the  foliage  in  tho'^nited  States,  according 
to  studios  made  by  the  Biological  Survey. 

"The  food  habits  of  the  50  birds  having  the  greatest  economic 
value,  identifies  as  first  in  the  list  the  bluebirds,  robins,  vroodpcckcrs, 
v/rons,  titiTiicG,  sparrows,  r.oad  ow- larks , quail  and  blue  jays,  the  personal 
sentiment  may  cause  a difference  in  one's  values,....” 


GIbiSSES  GREEK  IK  WIHTSR 

* 

By 

' Simon  E,  Bfolff  ami  Dennis  E.  Griffith 

The  followi'ig  grasses  act  as  winter  annuals  in  parts  of  Region  Ij.; 

s 

Rescue  grass  (Broms  catharticus) 

Chess  or  choat  (Bromus  socalinus) 

Little  barley  (Kordcur.i  pusillT.m) 
imnual  blucgrass  (Pea  D.nnua) 

Southern  canary  grass  (Phalaris  caroliniana) 

A few  other  forms  and  species  of  Bromus,  annuals  and  weak  poronn- 
ials,  my  bo  fouiid  in  scattered  localities  in  different  parts  of  the  region. 
Among  those  arc  dapanose  Chess  (E.  Japonlcus),  dovmy  choss  (B.  tectorum), 

B,  r.iarginatus , B.  purgans,  B,  tenons  is,  B,  rigidus,  B.  stcrilis,  and  B, 
latigluiais  . 

Rescue  grass,  during  moist  cool  years,  boconcs  poronnial  and  under 
, these  conditions  the  cro'’ini  and  roots  survive  sumaor  conditions,  TTnoro 

suL'emor  soil  and  air  tonperaturos  arc  high,  chess  and  roscuo  grass  propa- 
gate entirely  by  seeds,  which  ripen  in  May  and  Juno  and  germinate  from 
^ Geptember  to  March,  Resciio  grass  is  well  distributed  in  Texas  for  an 

introduced  grass  but  is  rathor  rare  in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  Chess  is 
found  in  soattcrod  localitios  throughout  th’o  region.  Both  furnish  valu- 
ablo  forage  during  the  winter  and  spring  months,  and  where  found  in  dense 
stands  on  beroiuda  and  other  turf  grass  pastures  nay  tend  to  delay  the 
early  spring  growth  ef  the  pornanent  grasses. 

Little  barley  and- annual  blucgrass  arc  strictly  winter  annuals  of 
• niigor  i'viportaiicc  as  grazing  plants  duo  to  their  sparse  and  low  type  of 

groivtli.  Both  are  common  in  lawns  and  along  roadsides. 

Southern  cano.ry  grass  docs  not  make  much  growrfch  until  early  spring. 

It  is  al^vays  found  in  low  places  or  where  extra  moisture  collects* 


’I" 
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TO  ALL  SOIL  CONSERVATIOIT  COOFERATORS 

By 

A.  B.  Ford,  County  j^gont 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 


All  of  us  who  have  lived  30  years  or  more  Icnow  that  v/e  live  in 
a very  rapidly  changing  world,  and  r.iost  of  the  changes  oiaphasize  the 
fact  that  this  is  an  ago  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  and  the  fit- 
test among  fai*mers  is  the  man  who  uses  his  head  as  well  as  his  hands* 

It  is  a ploasuro  to  keep  pace  with  the  times  if  one  do  endowed  v/it'h 
the  spirit  of  pr ogres sivciiess  and  a v^illingncss  to  work  vj’ith  his  neigh- 
bors for  everything  that  is  best  for  his  comiaunity,  for  his  family,  and 
his  farm;  but,  if  one  changes  his  program  only  v;hon  forced  by  necessity, 
such  changQ'  bccoin.es  only  a burdensome  adjustiaent  that  probably  will  be 
disappointing  because  of  .the  prosonco  of  a feeling  of  resentment. 

Please  allow  mo  to  paviso  hero  to  ccn.gr at^vlate  you  no.n  on  your 
manner  of  cooperating  with  the  Soil  Consorvo.t ion  Service,  and  to  say 
that  the  witcr  wishes  that  ovory  .farmer  in  Nacogdoches  County  coilld 
have  had  the  sainc  opportunity  that  knocks  at  yxir  door.  You  liav'o  saved 
your  farms,  onhancod  their  value,  and  guaranteed  to  future  generations 
good  soil  fr 01..  which,  to  oarn  a living,  Bvt^,  the  -.n’icor  bol.cevos  ■r'ui' 
Creator  is  n:-t  satisfiod  with  any  effort  loss  than  our  bos  b,  o.nd  o/ith 
the  greatly  improvjd  physida.l  condition  of  your  faims^,  iu  sooms  that  the 
stage  is  now  sot  for  your  host  eff'-rt  , so  lot  me  ask  you  this  ' question; 
What  next?  Vfc  havo  heard  many  definitions  of 'an  oduoatod  maiij  d’he  one 
the  witcr  likos  boot  cays  that,  ’’An  educated  i.uin  is  one  that  Icnows  cvhat 
to  do  next  and  hew  to  do  it". 

You  deserve  the  best,  if  you  contribute  your  best  efforts  to  tho 
task  at  hand. 


iTacogdochos , Texas  Project 


[:  '-’i  g jk  3|< 

PLANTING  GL^ASS  SEED 


The  plantbig  of  pastin’e  grass  seed  should  bo  far  on:ugh  in  advance 
of  spring  wood  growth  to  olir.iinato  o.xccssivo  competition  bowoon  woods  and 
SGcdling  grass  plants.  To  accomplish  this  aha,  seed  should  bo  planted  in 
February  or  early  i.Ia.rch, 

E-xporimonts  have  proved  the  value  of  a woll  prepared  sood  bed.  Co- 
operators  with  areas  to  bo  ovor-soodod  should'  take  advantage  of  tho  pre- 
sent j':ioisturo  conditions  in  preparing  tho  soil  a.nd  planting  the  sood.  At 
tho  sane  time  a woll  plannod  system  of  grazing  that  will  lend  adequate 
protoctlon  to  seeded  areas  diiring  early  grovj-th  should  bo  considored  in 
this  3'-oar's  cropping  plan. 


San  Angelo,  Texas  Ih’ojcct 
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QUESTIONS  FOR  TIE  COOPEI^TTOR 


1,  iiin  I ontirely  fo.railiar  vfith  the  Plan  of  Conservation  for 
ny  farra? 

2,  If  not,  hovj-  ocst  nay  I 130001.10  faniliar  Virith  this  plan? 

(if  yau  arc  net  faniliar  iTith  your  plan,  contact  tho  Sorvico 
at  oncG  in  or  lor  that  you  nay  bo  able  to  ho.vo  a clear  under  stanuinij  of 
iviiat  your  obli[;;ations  consist.) 


3*  Do  I ha VO  wire  and  posts  on  tho  ground  for  the  construction  of 


fence? 


h.  Do  I havG  available  plenty  of  good  sod  for  use  in  sodding  oper- 
ations on  ny  farn? 


Have  I taken  any  stops  to  poison  G-ophers  since  the  Service 
poisoned  last  year? 


6,  Is  there  a phase  of  naintenanco  work  tho.t  needs  to  be  done 
at  this  tine?  This  applies  especially  to  terrace  breaks  and  strips  of 
sod  that  nay  have  been  cut  or  lost  in  tho, recent  heavy  rains. 


If  each  cooperator  mil  .nako  a detornkied  effort  to  have  those  and 
other  things  that  nay  be  necessary  in  readiness,  the  work  of  the  Service 
will  be  far  nore  offoctivc  and  efficient  on  your  farn.  Thin]-;  then  over; 
talk  then  over;  a.nd  be  ready  I 

ilt.  Pleasant,  Texas  Project 
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EROSION  CONTROL  PRilCTICES  PROVE  EFFECTIVENESS  IN 


RETIiRDINIG  FLOODS 

A very  definite  oxanple  of  what  a conplcte  soil  conservation  progran 
will  do  to  help  control  the  rapid  flow  of  water  fron  a farn  to  the  creek 
and  thence  to  the  river,  vdiich  causes  ,an  increase  in  the  already  overflow- 
ing wo.ters,  is  found  on  the  farn  of  J.  B.  Beard,  a cooperator  with  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service,  ECV  Co.np  located  six  niles  south  of  ^^opc  on  Highway 

i'fo,  29. 

Late  last  sir.Tncr  a heavy  rain,  vdiicli  lasted  about  thirty  ninutos, 
caused  the  vfatcr  fron  a field  on  the  s outh  side  of  Ilr ..  Board’s  fo.rn  to 
flow  rapidly  across  his  pasture  o.nd  on  to  the  hifdiway„.  iiumdating  it  to  a 
depth  of  about  tivclvo  inc.hcs,  Yfater  also  flowed  over  0.  bridge  across  the 
canp  road  near  the  higluTay, 


# 


» 


r 
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Since  the  occurronco  of  this  swraocr  showor  a conploto  syston 
of  tcrracGS  and  strip  croppin:^  has  boon  applied  on  the  Board  farn  and 
the  floi'V  of  -wr-tor  has  boon  noticed  by  several  people  of  the  community 
as  Y/oll  as  the  canp  personnel. 

Records  for  the  first  twenty-four  days  of  January,  1937^  show 
noro  than  thirteen  _ inches  of  rainfall.  And  at  no  tine  since  the  terr«* 
aces  and  strip  crops  have  been  completed  on  the  Board  farn  has  the  water 
gone  over  the  bridge  or  road  mentioned. 


Hope,  Arkansas  Project 
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FARIIER ' S P;jlT IC IPAT ION 


Admitting  .the  farraor  is  novor  v/ithout  something  to  do,  there 
aro  periods  durh.ig  the  year  that  ho  fools  like  the  merchant  after  the 
Christmas  rush  is  over,  ini  ideal  tkao  to  tal^o  inventory,  prepare  for 
the  coning  planting  season  and,  to  many  land  owiors  in  tho  Grand  Cano 
Creek  area,  tine  to  read  and  study  their  agroenent. 

Just  how  many  little  jobs,  what  part  of  the  coning  year’s  worlc 
can  ho  do  noiir,  how  much  tine  vfill  bo  required  to  carry  out  his  part  of 
the  soil  conservation  agreement? 

Sound  and  practical  farm  management  embodies  seasonal  distrib- 
ution of  labor,  equipment  and,  let’s  not  forgot,  tho  supervisor  or 
ovmor’s  time  for  personal  supervision  of  farn  operations,  Tho  next 
best  thing  to  doing  a job  yourself  is  being  on  hand  vAiilo  tho  other 
^ fellow  docs  it. 

The  success  of  any  cooperative  agreement  is  a result  of  tho 
t efforts  of  tho  ccntra.cting  parties.  How  much  of  ny  share  has  been 

camplotcd  and  what  part  can  bo  done  noiv  to  credit  tovja.rd  our  agroenent? 
Any  member  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  v/ill  gladly  credit  you  with 
such  participation.  It  is  up  to  the  individv^al  to  point  out  those 
things  in  order  to  assure  timely  acknov/lodgcnont. 

Follow  the  old  saying  by  doing  tho  job  this  season*  clear  the 
v;ay  c.nd  avoid  interruptions  during  the  busy  seasons  and  above  all  let 
• the  follows  kno'/j-  you  aro  cooperating,,. 


Mansfield,  Louisiana  Project 
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EDITOR  AjRIIAIISAS  GAZETTE:  • 

I coi-ni-aond  and  ondorso  Gvorythin.f;  l^r.  J.  17.  Sargont 
said  in  Sunday’s  GAZETTE  c.bout  floods  and  tho  control  thereof, 
for  the  reason  that  I Iciiotj"  he  is  right,  and  I vra.:it  you  to  IcnoviT 
that  I know  ho  is  riglit*  Hero  is  hov^r  I know  ho  is  right I 

•» 

howG  been  living'  here  on  the  cast  of  Beckett  Mountain  forty- 

tlirec  jT-cars  bctiTCon  t\TO  branches  that  drain  about  t’/venty-fivo  ' 

•• 

hundred  acres.  The  biggest  part  of  it  'vTO.g  in  the  woods  Tdaon  I 
cane  here  up  to  -UYcnty  yoars  ago.  Thou  it  was  nearly  all  cleared, 
and  put  in  cultiva.tion.  These  branches  would  get  so  big  they 
would-  float  0.  steanboat,  if  it  wasn’t  too  big,  every  tine  it 
ro.inod  enough  to  inake  tho  ground  plow  good  (o.bout  an  inch). 

About  tho.t  tine  terracing  and  cont.-.ur  faming  corianenced  to  be 

advocated  by  tho  fam  leo-dors  led  by  T.  II.  ITillians  (bless  his  big 

hGo.rtcd  soul,  I wish  I could  sec  hiin)  and  it  v/as  not  but  a fev; 

yoars  until  it  took  tiTO  inches  of  rain  ta  raise  the  bro.nchcs  at  ^ 

all,  and  now  since  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  has  got  hold  of 

« 

this  part  of  the  country  with  their  nearly  level  terraces,  contour 
faming,  strip  cropping,  ojid  keeping  the  ground  covered  vdth  v/inter 
catch  crops,  it  takes  sin  inches  of  rain  to  float  a good  sized  chunk 
in  those  bronichcs,  and  it  has  got  to  fall  in  throe  or  four  hours, 

e 

Respectfully, 

G" . lit  luiDDOX 

Mt,  Vernon,  Arl:ansas 
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